The Sustainable Eel Group



Notes of the meeting 20 April 2010, 11:00-15:00 at ZSL, London
Present: 
Andrew Kerr 

(AK)
Independent (Management Consultant)
(Chair)

Brian Knights 

(BK)
Independent (Fisheries Scientist)

Heidi Stone 

(HS)
Environment Agency 

Miran Aprahamian 
(MA)
Environment Agency 

Paul Knight 

(PK)
Salmon & Trout Association
Matthew Gollock
(MG)
Eel Conservation Group 

Roger Castle 

(RC)
Eel Fisherman 

Matthew Gollock 
(MG)
Eel Conservation Group / Zoological Society London
Peter Wood 

(PW)
UK Glass Eels 

Vin Fleming

(VF)
Joint Nature Conservation Committee
Mark Salt 

(MS) 
National Anguilla Club



Alistair Maltby

(AM)
Association of Rivers Trusts


Julian Jones

(JJ)
Radnor Wildlife Trust


Vicky Offord

(VO)
UK Glass Eels
Apologies:
David Bunt

(DB)
Insitute of Fisheries Management
Andy Don 

(AD)
Environment Agency
Alan Walker 

(AW)
Cefas

Robert Rosell 

(RR)
Agri-Food & Biosciences Institute, Northern Ireland
Malcolm Drummond 
(MD)
Fishmongers Company

Christopher Moriarty
(CM)
Retired Fisheries Manager 

Tom Fort

(TF)
Author

Janina Gray

(JG)
Salmon and Trout Association

Lakey Zervudachi
(LZ)
Director at Direct Seafoods

William Swinkles
(WS)
Nivis (Dutch Eel Farmer)
Minutes










        Action
	1.  Welcome, introductions & apologies
· Andrew Kerr welcomed the group, including several new members. 

· Apologies received are listed above.  

· HS, MA restricted on some subjects due to the forthcoming election.

	

	2.  Minutes of last meeting
· 2.2 Revisions on website - No objections
· 2.5 Lough Neagh putting money in to support us and being part of the sustainable brand chain

· 2.6 £10,000 has been raised. Some subgroups have met and talked on the phone but more need to.
	All

	3.  Matters arising from last meeting 
· ICES Link done 
· No other points raised
	

	4.  Reports from Sub Groups

4.1 Governance

· PK explained the terms of The Sustainable Eel Development Limited, that it needs Directors and terms of office was discussed.  Everyone agreed that it would be reviewed later in the year.
· VF brought up that the government bodies may need a different type of membership.  It was agreed that a suitable category would be created.

· Professional Indemnity need to be arranged for the Directors and Chairman. All agreed.

4.2 Resources

· PW explained that the bank account would be open soon and all the groups that are contributing. The 10K Target has been met.  Accounts are to be published monthly.
· Contributions:

£3,000  - Environment Agency (HS)

£1,200  - UK Glass Eels (PW)

£500     - Salmon and Trout Association (PK)  C/o Fishmonger Hall
£500     - Eeline Aquaculture (PN)

£1,200  - Severn and Wye Smokery (RC)

£?          - Lough Neagh (PC)
4.3 Position Statements

· Needs to be improved - agreed to be kept as ‘living’
· Members agree that it must be clear that the fisheries are sustainable.

· Some members are wary of endorsing the ‘sustainable eel standard’.

· Members agreed that ‘Is eel safe to eat?’ is not a good phase ‘Is it sustainable to eat eel?’ was suggested.  Members need to get it signed off by their organisations first.   SEG should be working towards a definition of sustainability.
· A document defining members and ‘observers’ is to be worked on next meeting as the observers may all be conservationists and members commercial. 

· It was agreed that the middle part of the statement is to be removed.

4.5 EMP Delivery

· HS went through the fishing bylaws that will be in place later this year.  The Eel Management Plan got endorsed on March 4th.

· Date was set for sub group to meet on 25th May.

· Effect and impact of the loss of the eel on all species is to be looked into and all members agreed would make a good story for Tom.
· BK to send links to VO to put on website so all outputs are linked.

4.6 Science updates - Japan News

· Second generation Japanese Eels bred in captivity.
	All
PK

PW
All

All

AM

BK

	5.  SEG Plans going forward
· AK went through attached sheet
· AK talked through the meeting which is being held in Hamburg, who is going and people we need to find to go. 

· Sub Groups need to meet.
	AK

	6. Update on eel sustainability from The Netherlands
· William Swinkles was unable to attend the meeting
	

	7. The Eel Recovery Measures include the requirement to ‘reserve’ glass eels for restocking this has not functioned - what does SEG do about this?
· Chinese quota may be over filled by the French. There is not a good system for verifying the paperwork. Cites need to look into this and evidence needs to be provided.
· Morrocan elvers are being illegally imported.
· Catches in France are up by 50-100%, boats have been reduced by 10-15%.
· It is difficult to get hold of elvers for restocking as France is not reserving any.
	VF

PW

	8. How far to press Cites on exports ban and what approaches to take?
· How can SEG support VF?  Most countries support the ban on exports to China
	

	9. ICUN Listing Review
· David Bunt’s review was referred to.
· Does it need to be listed? -Does the European eel meet the criteria?  -Is the criteria right for the eel? Is having it listed an opportunity to receive more funding?
· BK and PW have questioned ICUN listing but have not received a response.  Do they need to use the form on the website. 
· SEG needs to be positive - have a positive statement.
· Is it possible to as WWF to endorse SEG’s policy? 
	AK

	10. Creating a Sustainable Eel Standard and Choosing a Logo

· The document is going to be a live document and change and develop.
· A graphic designer is developing the logo.
· It was discussed that getting a certification is a major undertaking and would it be worth going back and lobbying MSC instead.

· We need to be highly critical of every aspect even down to the eel’s food. Maybe use ‘sustainably fished’ instead.

	

	Next meeting 9th July.


	


